Traditionally, World Week for Animals in Laboratories (WWAIL) or World Laboratory Animal Liberation Week (WLALW) is the third and fourth week in April, and this tradition continues. There are several events scheduled across the country and internationally.
Please use this opportunity to review fundamental security measures including: 
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Continued from Page 1 Percie du Sert's solution is a programme called the Experimental Design Assistant (EDA), which launched in October 2015. She hopes that it will help to improve the quality of animal research and perhaps even become an integral part of the conduct of animal studies.
The EDA allows scientists to create a visual representation of an experiment by laying out its key elements -hypothesis, experimental method and planned analysis -in logically connected, coloured boxes. The software then uses a built-in set of rules to spot potential problems, and suggests refinements. These may be simple -the researcher hasn't specified how to randomize animals to the control or treatment arm -or more complex: there are potential confounding variables in the control and trial arms. The tool can also assist scientists with calculating the sample size needed to ensure a statistically robust result, or with randomization.
The EDA specifically targets animal research, and as such, is unique in its ability to give a rapid overview of the design and analysis of animal experiments, says Karp. "There isn't anything else quite like this system." Percie du Sert hopes that a visual representation of experiments could become common practice, used in research papers or lab meeting presentations. Eventually, the EDA might even produce timestamped versions to prove that an experiment was conducted and analysed as designed, she adds, rather than being the product of a scientist searching for meaning in data after the fact -a frownedupon practice sometimes called HARKing ('hypothesizing after the results are known').
The online tool can seem a little complicated, says Jeffrey Mogil, who studies pain at McGill University in Montreal, Canada. "But I actually think that people might get a big kick out of using this," he says. 
USE OF DUKE E-MAIL FOR IACUC CORRESPONDENCE
 Principle Investigators and research staff are reminded that all correspondence relating to the protocol document must originate from a Duke e-mail account.
 E-mails received or forwarded from accounts other than a Duke e-mail cannot be processed and will be returned to the sender.
NIH Reissues Grant Announcement for Development of Animal Models
The For all staff on active IACUC approved protocols, Animal Handlers Part 3-Annual Refresher Training is due to be completed by January 31st each year. Please make sure that all staff have completed this training to avoid delays in getting renewals and amendments processed and approved.
Scientists genetically engineered tricked-out rainbow zebrafish to study skin cells (Reprinted from The Verge, March 2016) Using genetic engineering to make zany-looking zebrafish isn't exactly new. (You can buy neon-tinted "GloFish" at just about any pet store.) But this time, the pops of color serve a purpose other than brightening up your aquarium or a David Blaine trick: learning how skin grows back.
Scientists at Duke University created a new line of zebrafish and programmed each cell in the zebrafish's skin to be a different color, using an adaptation of a technique called "brainbow." Because normal skin cells look pretty much identical, each color operated as a "barcode" of sorts for a cell or a small group of cells. "This is a cutting-edge way to visualize hundreds or thousands of cells at once in a regenerating tissue," lead researcher Kenneth D. Poss, a professor of cell biology at Duke, told the university's news site.
By observing how the cells in the zebrafish's skin responded to injury, the Duke team learned a lot about the skin regeneration process and were surprised by its complexity. They saw that in the hours following a fin amputation, for example, zebrafish regenerated skin through three different mechanisms: the "recruitment" of spare skin cells from other areas, a temporary doubling in size in some pre-existing cells, and the creation of completely new cells.
Zebrafish weren't selected at random. The zebrafish is a "model organism" -an organism that's especially easy to study -because its embryos are transparent, it has a sequenced genome, it reproduces a lot, and its genes are really easy to manipulate. The medical school at Duke has a facility called "Z-Core," which hosts 12,000 tanks full of the little guys.
Scientists believe that the color-coding technique they used in this study could be applied in future research to see how tissues age and how certain cancers (basal cell carcinoma specifically) form and grow.
These colorful little critters could be a big help to medical researchers down the line, on top of being a treat for the eyes! 
HELP US FIND THE NEXT AMP/MICHAEL D. HAYRE FELLOWS IN PUBLIC OUTREACH!

HSUS Boasts 50 State Strategy for Animal Protection
In a recent blog post, Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) CEO Wayne Pacelle highlighted the organization's state approach to policy objectives. He says, "It takes so much to drive reform. We are doing that on a global and national level, but we are also doing it state by state." Some years ago, HSUS dismantled its regional office structure and hired a director for every state. Now HSUS state directors work with a state council and district leaders and they are tailoring a reform agenda for every state. NABR members may wish to take a look at the HSUS activities in their state (click on map provided in preceding link). While lab animals do not seem to be at the top of the HSUS agenda, the group continues to be concerned about research issues. For example, the cover story of the March/April issue of HSUS magazine All Animals is entitled "Cure Without Cruelty," a feature claiming "scientists are increasingly turning to high-tech alternatives that don't use animals to find treatments for autism, epilepsy and other diseases." Also, as evidenced in the recently-released HSUS state legislative ranking report, research dog and cat adoption proposals are supported by HSUS.
